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Background.  The purpose of the Pacific Northwest Aquatic Monitoring Partnership (PNAMP) is to provide a forum for coordinating state, federal, and tribal aquatic habitat and salmonid monitoring programs. PNAMP’s scope includes the Pacific Northwest from Northern California to the Canadian border. PNAMP activities are guided by a steering committee consisting of representative of each PNAMP Charter signatory (http://www.pnamp.org/web//Content.cfm?SectionID=1). The Columbia Basin Fish and Wildlife Authority (CBFWA) is a Charter Member of PNAMP and represented on the steering committee by Ken MacDonald. The Members of CBFWA who are also members of PNAMP are NOAA Marine Fisheries Service and the Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation. The Columbia River Intertribal Fish Commission is also a member of PNAMP.
The Collaborative Systemwide Monitoring and Evaluation Project (CSMEP) was established by the fish and wildlife managers in 2003 to provide a forum for federal, state, and tribal scientists and managers to develop a collaborative, regional, monitoring and evaluation program for fish populations and wildlife, consistent with the 2000 Federal Columbia River Power System (FCRPS) Biological Opinion, the Northwest Power and Conservation Council’s (NPCC) Fish and Wildlife Program, subbasin planning, and recovery planning. CSMEP is the technical forum to plan and implement a collaborative fish monitoring program in the Columbia Basin that can be used to assess the effectiveness of the NPCC Fish and Wildlife Program, and the FCRPS at multiple scales.

The history of CBFWA and PNAMP goes back to the beginning of PNAMP. In March 2004, CBFWA sent a letter to the Federal Caucus supporting the formation of PNAMP (see attached). The second paragraph of the letter states, “We are especially interested in the success of PNAMP because it provides a forum for interaction at both the technical and policy levels for the Collaborative Systemwide Monitoring and Evaluation Project (CSMEP) being implemented by CBFWA.”  In fact, CBFWA contributed $9,991 to PNAMP tasks in 2004. CBFWA has also supported PNAMP by maintaining the PNAMP website and the CSMEP proposal to the FY07-09 solicitation identified CSMEP as a critical element of PNAMP. For various reasons the communication between CSMEP and PNAMP needs to be improved and we are currently working on that issue. The work of CSMEP to improve coordinated fish and wildlife monitoring in the Columbia Basin can contribute to the broader PNAMP efforts, and through PNAMP, there may be the opportunity to improve coordination between the fish and wildlife managers and other monitoring entities in the Columbia Basin.
PNAMP has recently recommended products that are of interest to the fish and wildlife managers including the “Salmonid Field Protocols Handbook”, “NED Best Practices for Reporting Locational and Time Related Data”, and “Data Management Needs for Regional Project Tracking to Support Implementation and Effectiveness Monitoring”, (see attached PNAMP 2007 Overview). A number of new products will be brought before the PNAMP members soon including macroinvertebrate field and laboratory sampling protocol and high level indicators “white paper”. Other new PNAMP projects include the “Fish Population Monitoring Tagging Protocols Project (BPA project no. 2007-216-00)”. 

PNAMP has also been recognized as having a role in The Proposed Action for the Federal Defendant’s Sixth Remand Report (March 21, 2007). http://www.salmonrecovery.gov/biological_Opinions/FCRPS/biop_remand_2004/docs.cfm#052107  (see Adaptive Management - 2.1 Implementation Plans, and Research Monitoring and Evaluation – RM&E Proposed Action Summary Action: Collaboration Regarding Fish Populations Status Monitoring, page 4 and Action: Data Management, page 18). 
The scope of CSMEP (Columbia Basin) is more limited than PNAMP (Pacific Northwest) yet CSMEP is of great importance to the members of CBFWA as the fish and wildlife monitoring coordination forum for the Columbia River Basin. There is the potential for overlap and duplication if the relationship between the two efforts is not clear.   

Decision.  Is it still the desire of the Members of CBFWA that CBFWA represent the Members and CSMEP on the PNAMP steering committee? Should CBFWA send a letter to PNAMP clarifying the Members’ expectations regarding the role of CSMEP within PNAMP?
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