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THEGUORE R, KULONGOSKI
GOVERNOR

July 3, 2005

. Scnator Gordon 8mith

- Oregon Cangressional Delegation -
404 Russell Senata Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Desr Senator Smith:

I a writing on o matter of exiteme importance and t0 88K YOUr Agsistance .
in removing a provision that was recently placed on the Basrgy and Water v
Development Appropriations Bill for FY 2006, The provision in guesticn would
prohibit the Boaneville Power Administration from funding the Fish Passage
Center in Y 2006. The bitl, having passed in the Senate, is now hesded to
conference committee. 1 tespectfully request your assistance in persuading the
conferense comumittee to remove the protdhition. ’

The plain muth about the prohibition is that i targets the Center because -
the Center has, to Some, become a symbol of the ongoing soaflict in our region
over magegement of the Federel Colusbia River Power System relative to
recovery of fish listed under the Endangered Speries Act. Some view the data
eollection and analysis functions of the Center as a pivat point in that eonflict and
the ongoing litigation it has pamerated. Without direcily stating so, the
amendrment roflects the passion and anger that the condlict generates an all sides
and how that anger can lead to misguided policies and positions and worse,
terribution. o -

' Govemer Kulongoski direetly imervened in the FCRPS lingation previsely
becauss e wants the litigation to end, the conflicts resclved, the anger
extinguished and for slf the parties to work together. AR an intervener, he soeks 2
position of influence to achieve a long-term seftlement. Sinee intervening, we
bave worked with the states of Moatana, Tdahe end Washington as well a2 e
fow federal agencies who manags the Columiia River gystem. Ve have _
developed a commor: vision acd a framewars that hus potential to bring resclution
to mach of the conflict. While rmuch still nesds to be done in this area, I want to
amphasize to you that the four governors are salidly comzitted to continuing this
collaberation. : . .
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committment to recovery of listed SpEcies requires that wa i
, establish and
pmm standards related to fish syrvival The ability to detﬂnnim;:ﬂ
’ success of our efforts under the expected agreement canpot be mupiemented
without the Fish Passage Center and the sy role it plays. '

Flegse support Gevernor Kldoagdski ir hig efforts to bei ‘sertmn'

! . { L Brin v
cooperation and prosperity to our region’s econceny and uatural rimummz; ’
g:;:or;i!g Iizstéz: mmmg;;ols needed to accomplish thig goal e atour

posal, In that reg; ish % o i
crmmot do it 4 Passage Center is an importans tool that we

Thamk YoR ﬁ}r yQur attentiop to this matter,
- i Sincersly, ' .
Michacl Canjer ,
| | | Govenor's Natural Resource Policy Director
‘Iéic:kkb : L ‘ |
& Melinde Eden, NW Posrer and Comperiatio ouneil
Jean Dk, NW Power sd Contervation Cnninoﬂ ‘

Lundany Bali, Director, Dapt of Fish & Widiife
Petar Cogrwell, Governor's Deputy chugafgbmﬂ'

This fax was received by GFI FAXmaker fax server. For more information, visit: http:/fwww.gfi.com



