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The Bull Trout is a member of the North American salmon family, which includes salmon, trout, 
whitefish, char, and grayling, and is one of four species of char native to western North America. 
On June 10, 1998, the Bull Trout was designated as threatened in the Klamath and Columbia 
Rivers, and on November 01, 1999 was listed as threatened in the contiguous US under the ESA. 
A threatened species is defined as one that is considered likely to become endangered within the 
foreseeable future. Bull Trout depend on very clean, cold water and therefore are a prime 
indicator of the health of forest ecosystems and watersheds.

Identification:
Bull Trout have a white leading edge on their fins and small, pale yellow to crimson spots against 
a darker background of olive green to brown on the back fading to white on the belly. Their tail is 
slightly forked and the dorsal fin lacks spots. They look very much like the anadromous Dolly 
Varden, but are larger and have a longer and broader head and exist mainly inland. Check out the 
bulltrout links section on our links webpage for more information on identifying Bull Trout.

Life History:
Spawning maturity occurs at four to seven years and they can live 12 years. Unlike salmon, 
spawning adults survive to spawn again every two or three years. They spawn in fall after the 
temperature drops below 48 degrees Fahrenheit. The incubation period for their eggs is 4 to 5 
months and they hatch in late winter to early spring. They like cold, clean, undisturbed waters. 
The young eat aquatic insects switching to mainly whitefish, sculpin and other trout as they grow. 
Bull Trout that live in streams rarely grow to more than 4 pounds, but lake inhabitants can weight 
above 20 pounds, with the U.S. record Bull Trout weighing in at 33 pounds.
They are known to exhibit four distinct life history forms:

Adfluvial Bull Trout rear from one to four years in their natal stream and then migrate to lakes, 
returning only to spawn. 

Fluvial Bull Trout mature in their natal streams much like their adfluvial counterparts but move to 
large streams and rivers after maturation. 

Resident Bull Trout complete their entire life cycle in the tributary (or nearby) streams in which 
they spawn and rear. 

Anadromous Bull Trout rear in natal streams and migrate to marine environments to mature. This 
form is reported only near Puget Sound in Washington where anadromous Bull Trout grow large 
in the salt water and then migrate to mountain tributaries to spawn.

BULL TROUT - Salvelinus confluentus
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1U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2002. Chapter 6, Hood River Recovery Unit, 
Oregon. 66 p. In: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Bull Trout (Salvelinus
confluentus) Draft Recovery Plan. Portland, Oregon.



Status of Fish and Wildlife 
in the Columbia River Basin

Bull Trout

Core Area

Hood

Local 
Populations

Clear Branch 
(above dam)
- Laurance Lake
- Pinnacle Creek

Recovery Unit

Hood

Population  
Data

2005
2004
2003
2002
2001
2000
Prior to 2000

Chapter: 6
State(s): Oregon
Recovery Unit Name: Hood River

Region 1
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DISCLAIMER
Recovery plans delineate reasonable actions that are believed necessary to
recover and protect listed species. Recovery plans are prepared by the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service and, in this case, with the assistance of recovery unit teams,
State and Tribal agencies, and others. Objectives will be attained and any
necessary funds made available subject to budgetary and other constraints
affecting the parties involved, as well as the need to address other priorities.
Recovery plans do not necessarily represent the views nor the official positions or
approval of any individuals or agencies involved in plan formulation, other than
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Recovery plans represent the official position
of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service only after they have been signed by the
Director or Regional Director as approved. Approved recovery plans are subject
to modification as dictated by new findings, changes in species status, and the
completion of recovery tasks.
Literature Citation: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2002. Chapter 6, Hood River
Recovery Unit, Oregon. 66 p. In: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Bull Trout
(Salvelinus confluentus) Draft Recovery Plan. Portland, Oregon.
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DISCLAIMER
Recovery plans delineate reasonable actions that are believed necessary to
recover and protect listed species. Recovery plans are prepared by the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service and, in this case, with the assistance of recovery unit teams,
State and Tribal agencies, and others. Objectives will be attained and any
necessary funds made available subject to budgetary and other constraints
affecting the parties involved, as well as the need to address other priorities.
Recovery plans do not necessarily represent the views nor the official positions or
approval of any individuals or agencies involved in plan formulation, other than
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Recovery plans represent the official position
of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service only after they have been signed by the
Director or Regional Director as approved. Approved recovery plans are subject
to modification as dictated by new findings, changes in species status, and the
completion of recovery tasks.
Literature Citation: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2002. Chapter 6, Hood River
Recovery Unit, Oregon. 66 p. In: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Bull Trout
(Salvelinus confluentus) Draft Recovery Plan. Portland, Oregon.
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Project ID:  (198805303)
Title:  (Hood River Production Program – CTWSRO M&E)
Section 9 of 10. Project description

a. Abstract
(The HRPP is a fish supplementation project in the lower Columbia Basin, jointly 
implemented by the CTWS and the ODFW.  The goal of the HRPP is to restore 
summer and winter steelhead populations and reestablish spring chinook salmon 
using supplementation techniques in accordance with the Hood River Production 
Master Plan (1991).  In February of 1991, the NPPC separated the Hood River 
portion of the NEOH and linked it with the Pelton Ladder Project.  This was because: 
(1) the Pelton Ladder Master Plan identified the Hood River subbasin as a destination 
for spring chinook salmon smolts produced by the Pelton Ladder Project (Smith 
1991), and (2) the Hood River Production Master Plan identified a need for the spring 
chinook salmon production (O’Toole 1991).  The NPPC approved the Hood River 
and Pelton Ladder Master Plans in 1992.  In accepting the Hood River Production 
Master Plan, the NPPC recommended a three-phased approach, which included 
collecting baseline information, project implementation and facilities construction, 
and follow-up monitoring and evaluation studies.  Comprehensive collection of data 
began in December, 1991, including information on the natural production, smolt to 
adult survival, escapement, harvest, life history, and several morphological and 
meristic parameters needed to characterize wild and hatchery anadromous salmonid
stocks and resident trout (Olsen et al., December 1998; Lambert et al., December 
1999).  Information collected by the HRPP was used to prepare an environmental 
impact statement evaluating the program’s impact on the human environment (DOE 
and BPA 1996).  Studies for Pelton Ladder to evaluate the effect of the new cells on 
the existing production were implemented in 1996.  Information collected by the 
M&E project will be used to (1) determine the current status of indigenous 
populations of resident and anadromous salmonids, (2) identify measures that will 
minimize any potentially detrimental impacts the HRPP could have on indigenous 
populations of resident trout and anadromous salmonids, and (3) develop and fine 
tune management guidelines that will optimize the benefits associated with the 
HRPP.)


