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Fish & Wildlife Manager’s Amendment Recommendations
Regarding the Columbia River Basin Fish & Wildlife Program
Communications Tool

Prepared for 1/17-1/18/08 Members Meeting
· With the amendment recommendations submitted by the Columbia Basin Fish and Wildlife Authority, the Fish and Wildlife Managers are fulfilling their statutory responsibility as prescribed in the Northwest Power Act; submitting measures and objectives as guidance for development of the next iteration of the Columbia River Basin Fish and Wildlife Program, consistent with their existing fish and wildlife management plans. 

· The Fish and Wildlife Manager’s vision for the Program is to provide sustainable, naturally producing fish and wildlife populations to support tribal and non-tribal harvest, cultural and economic practices.  This will be achieved by restoring the biological integrity, the genetic diversity, and water quality of the Columbia River ecosystem and through other measures that are compatible with naturally producing fish and wildlife populations. 

· The Fish and Wildlife Manager’s recommendations incorporate an adaptive management cycle that includes a) planning; b) evaluating; and c) implementing measures within the Fish and Wildlife Program to reach objectives of the Program, while learning and improving through implementation.  
· The Fish and Wildlife Manager’s amendment recommendations balance the application of best available science standards, based on scientific foundation and principles, with the socio-political constraints inherent in natural resource management.      

· The recommendations ensure mitigation is occurring for Federal Columbia River Power System (FCRPS) impacts to ESA-listed and healthy anadromous fish, resident fish, and wildlife.

· After 25 years as the recognized and practiced experts of fish and wildlife management in the Columbia River Basin, the Fish and Wildlife Manager’s amendment recommendations represent a historic legacy of stewardship and implementation of the Northwest Power Act for the Fish and Wildlife Program.    

· The Fish and Wildlife Manager’s vision includes interim objectives and long term planning goals that establish a monitoring and evaluation framework to support adaptive management.   

· The members of CBFWA have been working with the Northwest Power and Conservation Council, Bonneville Power Administration (BPA), regional utility customer groups, and fish and wildlife resource user groups to ensure that these recommendations are well understood and expected.

· Using the adaptive management cycle, the Fish and Wildlife Manager’s amendment recommendations focus on:  

· Building on the 2000 Fish and Wildlife Program

· Harmonizing recovery plans to subbasin plans

· Linking population objectives to regional goals

· Developing strategies and measures to achieve interim and long term goals 

· Addressing BPA obligations

· Establishing a mechanism to evaluate Program successes

· The Fish and Wildlife Manager’s amendment recommendations will provide a basis for communicating:    

· Fish and wildlife management priorities 

· Comprehensive monitoring and evaluation plans for the Fish and Wildlife Program

· Appropriate BPA funding levels

· Streamlined decision making processes 

Amendment Recommendations Specific to Fish Management

· The Fish and Wildlife Manager’s amendment recommendations build on the current 2000 Program’s scientific foundation, while linking to BPA’s obligations, and incorporating work from the FCRPS BiOps.
· The Fish and Wildlife Manager’s amendment recommendations provide guidance regarding mid-level biological objectives, limiting factors, threats, and strategies/measures, bridging the gap between the objectives of the Fish and Wildlife Program and the status of fish and wildlife in the Columbia River Basin.  
· The Fish and Wildlife Managers have identified measures from subbasin plans and recovery plans that fit within BPA’s obligations as identified by the 1987 Anadromous Fish Loss Assessments, the Wildlife Loss Ledger, the objectives for resident fish as identified in the 2000 Fish and Wildlife Program and other loss assessments, and the collaborative process for the remanded 2004 Biological Opinion for the FCRPS.  

· The Fish and Wildlife Managers have also developed measures that will assess resident fish losses and wildlife operational losses during the next implementation period. 

Amendment Recommendations Specific to Wildlife Management

· The recommendations build upon management priorities and objectives identified in the subbasin, state, and tribal management plans.
· Continue mitigation for construction and inundation losses.
· Encourage the development of long-term agreements that provide adequate funding for management, and monitoring and evaluation.
· Accelerate the quantification of, and begin mitigation for, operational losses, including impacts to wildlife from the loss of anadromous fish, as part of the overall mitigation program. 
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