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Mr. Bill Booth, Chairman 

Northwest Power and Conservation Council 

851 SW Sixth Avenue, Suite 1100 

Portland, OR 97204-1348 

Dear Chairman Booth: 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the Columbia River Basin Fish and Wildlife Program amendment recommendations submitted to the Northwest Power and Conservation Council (Council) on April 4, 2008.  The agencies and Tribes of the Columbia Basin Fish and Wildlife Authority (CBFWA) have reviewed the recommendations and provide you with these comments for your consideration in amending the program.  

First we note that no inconsistencies in the recommendations provided by the agencies and Tribes individually, and the collective recommendations provided through CBFWA, were identified.  We also note that the collection of recommendations submitted to the Council provides much of the material of substance necessary to develop a comprehensive Program amendment including multi-year work plans.  In fact we encourage you to pick up where Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) left off in development of the Columbia River Basin Fish Accords and use this amendment process to develop a comprehensive program with multi-year implementation work plans for the entire region.  To the extent you want to proceed down this path we, the agencies and Tribes of CBFWA, stand ready to assist you. 
The current 2000 Fish and Wildlife Program (page 41) calls for the development of subbasin level management plans, the work plans discussed here in our comments are synonymous with these management plans.  Having work plans to accompany a deliberative comprehensive adaptive management program represents sound resource management.  The Council and its partners have completed significant assessment and planning activities over the past seven years and it is time to focus the Program in implementing on-the-ground actions.  Several agencies and tribes have submitted project and program specific recommendations that would support development of work plans consistent with the adaptive management framework we submitted on April 4.  Where specific actions have not been identified, the agencies and Tribes are prepared to work with the Council to develop appropriate work plans for inclusion in the amended 2008 Fish and Wildlife Program. 
Additionally, we are providing comments that:

1) streamline and consolidate the resident fish section of our amendment recommendations (note for CBFWA members – RFAC will complete these comments for the June 4 Members meeting),

2) complete Table 2.1, which indicates the progress towards interim basinwide goals likely to be observed through implementation of anadromous fish measures in the near future (note for CBFWA members – AFAC will complete these comments for the June 4 Members meeting), and
3) provide comment and feedback for the wildlife section where inconsistencies or disagreements with other entities were identified (note for CBFWA members – WAC will complete these comments for the June 4 Members meeting).
We believe that developing specific measures, with funding, to fully implement the Fish and Wildlife Program can achieve full integration of the Northwest Power Act responsibilities with BPA’s Endangered Species Act obligations.  The funding for the Program should be based on biological needs within each subbasin and the Program funding should be stable and reliable, which would improve project efficiencies and effectiveness (i.e., improve cost share opportunities).  This accountability and transparency would assure the Region that our fish and wildlife dollars are optimized and the region is getting value for their BPA funding.
Sincerely,
Larry Peterman, Chairman
Columbia Basin Fish and Wildlife Authority

cc:

NPCC Members

NPCC Staff

CBFWA Members
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