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‘:"'_Dear Messers De1w1che and Thom L

’ The Nez Perce Tnbe has emphasmed the necess1ty of populatlon status momtormg, populatton - -
trend monitoring, and’ meaningful evaluation efforts for anadromots’ fish populatlons affected by -

R - the Federal Columbia River-Power System The Tribe is very mterested in the populatlon status
T momtonng and evaluation efforts that will be Implemented as part of the 2008 Biological - . .-
+". - Opinion (FCRPS BiOp). The Tribe, and other co- managers in the Snake River Basin, prnnanly

through Bonneville funded contracts, have been the source of data used forevalyation of status

- ‘of anadromous fish populations affected by the Federal Columbla River Power System Our ... .
- ' efforts and data. have béen used by the Intenor Columbla Teehmoal Recovery Team for the,lr 4
‘evaluattons and will continue to-bé used as we progress through unplementatxon of FCRPS BlOp‘

"' and Fish and Wildlife Program Atthe’ end of the day, the Tribe and its co-managers will '

. ~'provide the mformatton by whlch the reglon Wlll evaluate 1ts progress w1th mltlgatmn and
‘ "recovery efforts : - . ,

T 'Ihe Tnbe is concerned that d1scuss1ons rega;rdmg 1mp1ementat10n of status momtormg actlons o
. .-specifically in Reasonable and Prudent Alternative (RPA) 50 are largely bemg conducted-“in the -

o dark” and vnthout the partlc1pat10n of the entities that will be most mvolved in 1mp1ementat10n o "
" and can bnng most to bear on the pIanmng discussions. Although we cari understand the'desire

o for the Action Agenc1es and NOAA to have some level of internal dlscusston these have been i _' )
5 _ocournng behmd closed doors for almost a year now (1 €. smce before the FCRPS BlOp was R



- s1gned) It is tirhie to ‘include those ent1t1es who have their ﬁngers on the pulse of the runs and

| - 'who wrll be respon51ble for enharrcmg the mformatron requrred through the RPA

‘Secondly, the Trlbe has concerns that mﬂex1ble mlplementatlon of RPA 51 may lead the regron |
- down a path-which wastes time and money and provrdes little benefit to the fish managers o

‘fishers and ratepayers. - The RPA mentions two coordmatmg bodies, Pacrﬁc Northwest Aquauc PP

o Momtormg Program (PNAMP) and the Northwest Environmental Network as the coordinating . y

s . bodies for status monitoring efforts . The Trrbe through the Columbla Basm Fish:and Wﬂdlrfe S :

e Authorrty (CBEWA), has been part1c1patmg in a multi-year effort that already accompllshed the.” .

i K ,central coordination role descrrbed in RPA 51, It makes little. sense to abandon that eﬁort and? :

* ' Teinitiate it under another body, which does not have partrerpatlon of the fisheries managers As L

 an alternative, betause RPA 51 alludes to'a coordmatmg body “such as? PNAMP we: belreve V
 that'language allows BPA and NOAA Fisheries to include CBFWA in that role. Certamly

" CBEWA hasa track record of providing that coordiration among the-entities that will be most

| S involved. We. strongly recommend that BPA continue to fund CBFWA in their role for the
- population status thonitoring effort, based on the work plan‘sent to you in Ianuary of thrs year

- Futther, the Tribe. belleves that BPA’s full and actrve partrcrpatron is essentral to thrs -
S coordmatron functron EE -

L Tn closmg, the Nez Perce Tribe has emphasrzed the necessrcy of populatlon status monrtormg, Lo
* population trend monitoring, and meaningful evaluation efforts for anadromous fish populations

- affected by the Federal Colutnbia River Power- System The Tribe reqtiests that we meetto
" discuss the populatron statius momtormg review and we would ask that CBFWA Executive

Director Brian, Lrpscomb participate in those d1scussrons with us. Further, we hope that you can
- - support our réquest for full funding for he CBFWA in the development of an appropnate S
. 'monitoring and evaluation framework to support the Fish and Wildlife Program and the FCRPS o
o Br()p Please coordmate Wlth Dave .T ohnson in regards to proceedmg W1th these act1or1s

. Smcerely,

M // /‘”W
Sarauel Penney, Charrrnan -
. Nez Perce Trlbal Executlve Comrmttee

” CC _ _
» Brlan Lrpscomb Columbla Basm Fish and Wlldhfe Authorrty
Blll Booth Northwest Power and Conservatron Counorl o

! Nerther PNAMP nor the Northwest Envrronmental Network have an estabhshed charter that provrdes for techmcal
and policy review and transparerit consensus approval of decisions. Further, the geographic coverage of these
organizations is far greater than the Columbra River Basin. And fmally, they have no authorrty w1thm the.context of
the Northwest Power Act :
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