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Mr. Bill Booth, Chairman 

Northwest Power and Conservation Council 

851 SW Sixth Avenue, Suite 1100 

Portland, OR 97204-1348 

Dear Chairman Booth: 

Included in the Northwest Power and Conservation Council’s (NPCC) amended Fish and Wildlife Program (Program) is a draft environmental risk assessment template, developed by the Independent Scientific Advisory Board (ISAB) that must be completed by sponsors of resident fish substitution projects. Per the Program, “all proposals for ongoing or new resident fish substitution projects that involve or might involve a non-native species should include an environmental risk assessment of potential negative impacts on native fish species. The ISAB recommended a template for such an environmental assessment. Starting with that template, the Council will work with the ISRP and the appropriate fish and wildlife agencies and tribes to develop the final environmental risk assessment template. In developing the appropriate template, the Council will consider the criteria currently being used by managers to assess the consequences of substitution in the light of the Program’s subbasin and basinwide objectives.”
Listed below are the Columbia Basin Fish and Wildlife Authority Members’ (CBFWA) recommended changes to the ISAB’s draft risk assessment template that is referenced in the Program and included in the ISAB’s “Non-native Species Impacts on Native Salmonids in the Columbis River Basin”. These consensus recommendations were developed through extensive discussions among Columbia River Basin resident fish managers, including those that are not CBFWA members. 
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1. Description of the proposed resident fish substitution project

c. replace “have you included” with Provide
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4. Distribution and abundance

a. delete “regionally, nationally, and”

b. delete “regionally, nationally, and”

5. Biology and life history

a-g. delete each section in its entirety 
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6. Ecological factors and relationships with other species

b. delete “nationally, regionally, and in the basin” and insert immediately after “effects) within the basin (regionally, if information is not available for within the basin).

c. delete “nationally, regionally, and in the basin” and insert immediately after “effects) within the basin (regionally, if information is not available for within the basin).
Page 49

14. Input from co-managers and other affected agencies
The questions associated with this section should be addressed following the conclusion of the ISRP’s review of the scientific merits of the proposal. These questions and subsequent answers are essential to ensure other agencies and stakeholders are: 1) aware of the proposed actions, 2) have had an opportunity to provide input, and 3) appropriate permits have been acquired; however, these questions do not lead to an investigation of the scientific merits of the proposed work. The ISRP’s review of these proceedings, many of which are policy-oriented, is not appropriate. Instead, the NPCC and BPA should be ensuring that these concerns have been addressed during the contracting period.  
The fish and wildlife managers of the CBFWA believe that with the inclusion of these changes, the ISAB’s draft risk assessment template will be useful for evaluating resident fish substitution proposals for fish and wildlife agencies and tribes that currently lack criteria and procedures to assess the consequences of substitution in the light of the Program’s subbasin and basinwide objectives. For those fish and wildlife agencies and tribes that are currently required, by law, to perform risk assessments prior to initiating such projects, the existing states’ and tribes’ procedures should be considered sufficient.   

We have appreciated the opportunity to provide these recommended changes and look forward to working closely with the NPCC and ISRP to ensure the implementation of resident fish substitution projects does not jeopardize native aquatic resources.
Sincerely,

Elmer Ward, Chairman

Columbia Basin Fish and Wildlife Authority

cc: 
NPCC Members & Staff

CBFWA Members
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