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1.0 Introduction

To help address monitoring and evaluation challenges relating to the Bull Trout Recovery Plan the U.S.Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) has established a bull trout Recovery Monitoring and Evaluation Group (RMEG). In association with recovery planning for bull trout the RMEG will serve to:

1. Consider, as extensively as possible, existing monitoring information (protocols and results) from past studies on bull trout;

2. Utilize as much of the existing monitoring information as possible; as well as

3. Direct and prioritize future monitoring efforts associated with bull trout recovery implementation.

The RMEG is a multi-agency body chaired by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service fisheries technical staff and independently facilitated. The RMEG currently consists of 14 members and represents a balance of skills in population dynamics, char biology, field studies, biometrics, and experimental design. Greater detail on the form and function of the RMEG is presented in the proceedings of the 1st RMEG Workshop (Marmorek and Porter 2004).

The current 2-year bull trout RMEG operation plan calls for the group to participate in two workshops and two conference calls each year. These meetings are intended for discussion of key bull trout issues and to identify focused assignments that group members can undertake to help resolve uncertainties in current sampling protocols/survey designs used for monitoring bull trout. This report is a summary of discussions at the 2nd RMEG workshop, convened at the Boise Aquatic Sciences Lab, U.S. Forest Service, Boise, ID on July 12 and 13, 2004 (with supplementation of these notes from discussions at the RMEG follow-up conference call of July 29, 2004). The agenda for RMEG workshop 2 conformed to the listing of RMEG action items generated from discussions at the 1st RMEG workshop (Marmorek and Porter 2004).
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