ISRP Comment/Question: Delay funding until more sufficient detail is given on operation, maintenance, and monitoring for wildlife values in terms of biological gains for target species.

Response: Based upon its status as an ongoing project with HEP and management plans completed, the Caucus approved this project for continued funding.

This project is an on-going project in which the Spokane Tribe began mitigation measures through the Washington Coalition. In 1996, the Spokane Tribe secured $1.778 million dollars from BPA to begin implementing the purchasing of lands for partial mitigation for loss of wildlife habitat due to the construction and inundation of lands on the Spokane Indian Reservation caused by the construction of Grand Coulee Dam. The Spokane Tribe has since purchased 1704.5 acres through this process and had allocated funds from another fund to purchase an additional 129 acres. In the process the Spokane Tribe has also dedicated 36 of Tribal Land in the Blue Creek Breaks for Wildlife protection and enhancements. The Total Acreage is now at 1863.5.

ISRP Comment/Question: The benefits of the project are not given in biological terms that relate to the target species listed in the initial part of the proposal.  Habitat Units do not say much about direct benefits to whitetail deer, mule deer, yellow warbler, etc.  Further, Habitat Units are not described nor are the HEP models used to obtain the units.  

Response: The ISRP made a comment about direct benefits to the Target Species in the proposal. Any purchase of lands where livestock grazing in terminated (on Wildlife Lands on the Spokane Reservation) will provide a major benefit to wildlife by excluding competition for vegetation. Habitat Units were a method developed by an Agency other than the Spokane Wildlife Program as an accounting method to determine value to wildlife through Habitat Evaluation Procedures (HEP) and these would be credited to BPA.

The Wildlife Program has since completed the Habitat Evaluation Procedures, the Management Plan, (general plan, and site specific), and the HEP Report. The Management Plan was submitted to Bonneville Power Administration in April 1999.

The HEP Report is in the final stages of completion and should be submitted to BPA in early July 1999.

The HEP results will be used to better determine what measures of habitat enhancements are needed on each parcel. The benefit will not only be for the TARGET SPECIES that were identified for Grand Coulee Dam losses (White-tail deer, Mule Deer, Sharp-tailed Grouse, Ruffed Grouse, Mourning Dove, Yellow Warbler), but all other species that are associated with that particular guild. 

ISRP Comment/Question: Operation and maintenance activities should be better described.  

Response: The operation and maintenance guidelines were identified in the proposal, which will be implemented on the wildlife lands on the Spokane Indian Reservation meet the guidelines set forth in the Guidelines for Enhancement, Operation, and Maintenance Activities for Wildlife Mitigation Project prepared by the CBFWA Wildlife Managers, June 1998.

ISRP Comment/Question: The budget is explicit, although support for 2.2 FTEs seems high for such a routine project.  

Response: Operations on lands secured for wildlife has required staffing to complete the enhancement objectives set forth in the management plan which was completed April 1999. The request was for 2.2 FTE’s, which was deemed “high for such a routine project” (ISRP comment). There is one Full Time Employee and 2 seasonal employees, hence the 2.2 FTE’s as it was calculated. It would seem irresponsible to consider that a single employee could carry out enhancement activities. 

ISRP Comment/Question: The proposal lacks detail in several important aspects. It is weak in describing restoration objectives.

Response: The Spokane Tribe has been conducting fencing for livestock exclusion, upland shrub plantings in old agriculture fields, (which only comprises a small percentage of lands purchased). Riparian area plantings are one of the major enhancement activities conducted this year. Due to heavy livestock grazing, the project sponsor felt that taking a passive approach to management on these lands would not have a gain of any benefit to wildlife in the near future. These enhancement activities were the primary focus on Operations and Maintenance for the first year on Wildlife Lands.

ISRP Comment/Question: The baseline data and plans to monitor wildlife and vegetation parameters are inadequate. 

Response: Under the Northwest Power Planning Council’s Program, Habitat Evaluation Procedures (HEP), which is a tool to measure vegetation, is an acceptable management practice, and is required to be completed when a parcel of land is purchased. Baseline data of vegetation is measured and Habitat Units are calculated and habitat units are credited too Bonneville Power Administration for losses on the Spokane Indian Reservation due to loss of wildlife habitat due to Grand Coulee Dam. Post-Enhancement activities, 5 years, HEP’s are to be completed again on the project and any habitat units gained from enhancement are to be credited to BPA.

The Spokane Wildlife Program is currently seeking funding from other agencies in order to be able to conduct wildlife species response to management activities. Grants are in the process of being completed to request funding in order to study the response of wildlife species to enhancement activities on lands purchased for wildlife.

