ISRP Comment/Question: Delay funding until detailed methods and site specific actions are provided and an independent comprehensive review of the Walla Walla program is done.

Response: The ISRP recommends that this proposal be evaluated as part of a higher programmatic level review.  This project has already been evaluated four times as part of comprehensive program planning. These efforts included the Walla Walla Subbasin Plan (CTUIR 1990), Wy-Kan-Ush-Mi Wa-Kish-Wit, Tribal Restoration Plan (CRITFC 1995), Walla Walla Basin Reconnaissance Report (COE 1997), and in the subbasin plan updates provided in the CBFWA FY 2000 Annual Implementation Work Plan. All of these documents have prioritized the need to improve physical passage conditions in the Walla Walla Basin and recognized that long term operation and maintenance of passage facilities is a key factor in restoration of fish populations in the Walla Walla River.

In addition to these planning documents, quarterly management meetings are conducted and a Walla Walla Basin Annual Operating Plan is being developed. These in-basin forums are developing the relationship between this project and other fish restoration activities and projects in the basin.    

The proposers would recommend to the ISRP that all proposals be reviewed and evaluated by a group with more knowledge of the programs and projects in question. The proposers would welcome tours to help evaluators become more familiar with projects in the subbasin setting. Based on the ISRP questions and comments, it would appear that the reviewers did not fully read the proposals or missed important information contained in them. Specific responses to ISRP comments or questions for each of the individual proposals follow. 

ISRP Comment/Question: Although the reviewers don’t doubt the lack of water in the Walla Walla, the specifics of the problem and the activity are poorly explained.  What is this proposal about?

Response: It is stated numerous times in the proposal document that inadequate passage conditions caused by low flows and passage deficiencies have been the primary contributors to the decline and extirpation of salmonid populations in the basin. There are also numerous places in the proposal where the project activities are outlined. These include trapping and hauling of fish during inadequate flow periods, operation of juvenile screens, bypasses, adult ladders to optimize passage conditions during adequate flow periods, and coordination of all passage related activities.  

ISRP Comment/Question: What is the specific location of the collection facility and release cites? 

Response: A juvenile trap is under construction at Little Walla Walla River (RM 46). Adult trapping capabilities were designed into the new Burlingame Ladder (RM 36) and are proposed for the new Nursery Bridge Dam Ladder (RM 45), where there is also an adult. Which of these facilities are going to be used for trapping is still under discussion by the management agencies. The same is true for the release sites to be used. These management details will be outlined in the development of the Walla Walla Basin Annual Operating Plan.

ISRP Comment/Question: The watershed effort needs to address the lack of water as the primary limiting factor. 

Response: The proposers disagree with the ISRP review comment that lack of water is the primary limiting factor. While lack of water is a limiting factor during portions of the year, there are also long periods during the year where flows are adequate for both upstream and downstream migration, but physical passage constraints impede migration. During these periods, physical passage constraints are more of a limiting factor than flow.

