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PART 2 of 2. Narrative

Title  Adult Fish Transportation Vehicle

Section 3. Project description

Abstract

This proposal is to purchase a long haul adult fish truck to ensure viable transportation of endangered or listed species of spring/summer chinook salmon, summer steelhead, and sockeye salmon.  Current conditions do not permit these species from making natural runs into traditional spawning areas.  The addition of this vehicle would allow us to safely and efficiently move various listed stocks to extirpated or under seeded areas in Idaho.  Drought conditions amplify dewatered or temperature blocked areas of upriver streams and tributaries.  Current conditions also dictate moving sockeye from salt-water habitats, downriver rearing facilities, and upriver trapping facilities.  This vehicle is needed to provide safe and reliable transportation of both listed and unlisted anadromous fish stock

b. Justification as 2001 Action Plan For Fish in Response to Power System Emergency Solicitation of Proposals 

Current power system emergency operations will affect all of our Idaho upriver fish stocks through low flow conditions, high temperature blockages, and minimal survival environments in the migration corridor.    The purchase of an adult long haul fish transport vehicle will allow us to work around many of these obstacles and provide the fish with the best holding, spawning, and survival protocol.  Sockeye programs rely on salt-water and fresh water captive rearing, which requires long-range transportation of both adults and juvenile fish. Harvest management will be significantly enhances through transporting unlisted fish either into in basin fishery areas and out of basin fishery areas to facilitate both tribal and sport harvest opportunities.

Species at risk include listed Sockeye Salmon, spring and summer Chinook salmon, and summer steelhead.  These groups of fish may not have the opportunity to utilize optimum environments without man’s intervention and transport to unseeded areas of upper Salmon and Clearwater River tributaries.

No permits required except transport permits between States.

b. Rationale and relationship to criteria for 2001 Action Plan For Fish in Response to Power System Emergency Solicitation of Proposals 

Transport of these ESA listed species will be required to ensure continued survival of adults to spawning.  This vehicle will also be utilized to provide transport to unlisted adults within basins and to transport to areas of extirpation or under seeded habitat. Management action such as adult outplants will be coordinated with the Tribes.  Such actions included in cooperative agreements such as the US v Oregon spring management agreement.

This vehicle can be purchased within 90 days and will be used during spawning seasons for spring chinook, summer chinook and Sockeye stocks.

Many of these fish are under ESA mitigation, LSRCP mitigation.

Tribal entities will benefit from this unit for outplants to production areas in the Clearwater, South Fork of the Salmon, and upper Salmon River drainages.

d. Relationships to other projects 
Various projects will benefit from this capital need including the US Fish and Wildlife Service Lower Snake River Compensation Plan, NMFS Captive Brood programs for both Sockeye and Chinook salmon at Eagle Fish Hatchery. Out plant programs into areas of Tribal interest will be conducted.  Transporting unlisted fish either into in basin fishery areas (non-tribal/tribal) and out of basin fishery area facilitates harvest opportunity and management.  Transportation of adult fish within basins is commonly used to ensure production areas are optimally utilized.

e. Proposal objectives, tasks and methods
Objective

Goals are to move up to 300 adult fish over short and long hauls to ensure fish are transported in a safe and efficient manner to meet the objectives of IDFG, National Marine Fisheries Service, Tribal programs, and BPA funded mitigation programs.  Results of transportation will be reflected in redd counts, new introductions, and continued success of both naturally produced and hatchery stocks of fish.


Tasks and Methods 

Purchase of one conventional 50,000 GVW vehicle and two compartment tank with the capacity of 2,500 gallons for transporting adult salmon and steelhead.

c. Facilities and equipment
Personnel will be utilized from current programs, with maintenance; fuel and other needed equipment furnished by existing budgets and programs.

g. References

References include the IDFG 5 year fisheries management plan, Cooperative management agreements between tribes and the State, and mitigation goals and objectives for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service LSRCP facilities.

Section 4. Key personnel

Sharon W. Keifer – IDFG Anadromous Fisheries Manager

Thomas L. Rogers – IDFG Fish Hatcheries Supervisor

Bob Belveal – IDFG Eagle Transport Shop Mechanic

Various IDFG class A transport operators
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