Response to ISRP 2000-8 Preliminary Gorge and Inter-Mountain Proposal Review

Prepared by David P. Anderson - Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife

PROJECT ID: 21013
Western Pond Turtle Recovery - Columbia River Gorge

Sponsor - WDFW

Subbasin : Columbia Gorge

*  Issue - Reference to Fish and Wildlife Program:
Recovery of the western pond turtle (Clemmys marmorata), a Washington State endangered species, depends upon improving population and habitat objectives as identified in the Washington State Recovery Plan for the Western Pond Turtle (WDFW 1999).   In addition, the western pond turtle is specifically identified in the Columbia River Basin Fish and Wildlife Program as a priority species for mitigation.  In the 1994 Fish and Wildlife Program Document, Section 11.2E, Mitigation Priorities, the western pond turtle is listed as a high priority species for mitigation in the wetlands habitat type:

Table 11‑1Lower Columbia Subbasin Wildlife Mitigation Priorities
Habitat Types

Target Species


Priority
Riparian/Riverine




High

*


Great Blue Heron


Old Growth Forest




High

*


Northern Spotted Owl


Wetlands





High
*


Great Blue Heron


*


Band‑tailed Pigeon


*


Western Pond Turtle


Coniferous Forest




Medium

*


Ruffed Grouse


*


Elk


*


American Black Bear/Cougar


In section 11.2D of the Mitigation Plans and Agreements of the Fish and Wildlife Program Document, the following directives are given to mitigate for wildlife species and habitats impacted from hydro-electric development:  

11.2D.1  In developing wildlife mitigation plans and projects, demonstrate the extent to which the plans comply with the following principles:

*
Protect high quality native or other habitat or species of special concern, whether at the project site or not, including endangered, threatened or sensitive species.
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This project will enhance and protect western pond turtle and its habitat in the Columbia River Gorge, on private, state and federal lands.

*
Complement the activities of the region's state and federal wildlife agencies and Indian tribes. In  particular, state clearly how plans or projects would complement agency and tribal policies or programs to protect or enhance natural ecosystems and species diversity over the long term.
This project will provide funding to Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife to continue their cooperative effort to recover western pond turtles along the Columbia River.

*
Use publicly owned land for mitigation or management agreements on private land, in preference to acquisition of private land, while providing permanent protection or enhancement of wildlife habitat in the most cost‑effective manner.
State and federal lands in the Columbia River Gorge are the primary locations for current recovery efforts for the western pond turtle.  These lands include WDFW Sondino and Balch Lake Wildlife Areas, USFS National Scenic Area Bergen Road complex and the USFWS Pierce National Wildlife Refuge.  In addition, funding will be used to enhance recovery efforts located on the Volle Trust and Kapp family properties.  These private lands have cooperative agreements between the landowners, WDFW, U.S. Forest Service and The Nature Conservancy for the protection of the western pond turtle.

The proposed western pond turtle project (Project ID: 21013) incorporates these strategies and implementation will accomplishes the above tasks as outlined in the Fish and Wildlife Program.

* Issue - Regional Concern - Oregon:

The state of Oregon (Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife) has listed the western pond turtle as a sensitive species - critical.   The critical listing is identified for those species which listing as threatened or endangered is pending, or for those which listing as threatened or endangered may be appropriate if immediate conservation actions are not taken.  This designation represents the state’s highest concern for a sensitive species and is one step from the state threatened status.   

The closest population of western pond turtles in Oregon to the Washington Columbia River Gorge population is near the town of Mosier, approximately five miles east of Hood River.  This population is isolated from the rest of the Oregon population, which is found on the west side of the Cascades.  The Mosier western pond population is estimated to be less than 75 individuals and considered to be of similar genetic origin as the Washington Columbia River Gorge population (Gray 1993).  Western pond turtles are considered a species of special concern in California.  It is not considered a native species  in Idaho.   The western pond turtle is listed as a species of concern by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.
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* Issue - Information Transfer:

Information transfer between the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) and the Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) is currently being facilitated by periodic data exchange.   All WDFW Priority Species and Habitat and Heritage point locations are provided to BPA via Arc Info Coverages.  This information is provided annually to Tom Pansky, Energy Resource Specialists,  in the Environmental Fish and Wildlife Group, BPA - Portland.   Data from future work conducted on the western pond turtle project will be provided to BPA through the above existing format.   In addition, final reports, recovery plans and status reviews form the proposed 

western pond turtle project will be available through the WDFW web site at http://www.wa.gov/wdfw/.   This information will also be made available to the BPA and Northwest Power Planning Council web sites for public review.
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tc \l3 "Education
B.S.  Wildlife Management / Ecology.  Indiana University.  1975

Employment History

tc \l4 "Employment History
District Wildlife Biologist IV, Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife, 1986 - present

Wildlife Biologist, Pacific Power, 1985 -1986  

Research Wildlife Biologist, Oregon State University, 1983-1985

Research Field Biologist, Science Applications Inc., 1980 - 1982

Current Responsibilities: – Under the supervision of the Regional Wildlife Program Manager (RWPM), is the Wildlife Management program coordinator in District 9.  In this role the employee coordinates all program activities and functions within the district; this involves the wildlife diversity, big game and small game programs.  These activities and functions include coordinating management and research for all wildlife species including; population surveys, development of hunting/trapping season recommendations, development of management plans, and coordination and development of research studies in Region five.  Employee is also the 
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agency contact for public and private landowners on wildlife management issues in District 9.  Employee is the Wildlife Management representative for the District Management team for District 9 that coordinates agency response for multi-discipline tasks and issues.  Assist RWPM with long term program administration including planning and budgeting.  Position is directly responsible for program implementation in Klickitat, Skamania, Clark, and portions of Cowlitz counties.  
              Jeffrey C. Lewis
Education 
Master of Science in Wildlife Biology, December 1994.  Humboldt State University, Arcata, CA.  Thesis Topic: Dispersal of introduced red foxes in urban southern California. 

Bachelor of Science in Forest Biology, May 1985.  State University of New York, College of Environmental Science and Forestry (SUNY ESF), Syracuse, NY. 

Associate of Applied Science in Natural Resource Conservation, May 1983.  SUNY Agricultural and Technical College at Morrisville, NY. 

Employment History

Wildlife Biologist II, Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife, 1997 - present
Forest Wildlife Biologist:  Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife,  3/95 to 6/97. 

Wildlife Biologist:  Pacific Southwest Research Station, USFS,  8/94-2/95.

Wildlife Biologist:  U. S. Navy, Naval Facilities Engineering Command,  3/94-8/94.  

Wildlife Biologist:  Pacific Southwest Research Station, USFS,  3/93-10/93. 
Current Responsibilities: Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife, Vancouver, WA.  Monitor, survey, and manage populations of game and non-game wildlife in the southern portion of WDFW’s Region 5, and assist members of public seeking information or assistance from the Department concerning wildlife and wildlife management.  Administer a check station to monitor dusky Canada goose harvests during the regular hunting season for Canada geese, and coordinate the late-season damage hunt for Canada geese in southwest Washington.   Capture, radio-tag, and monitor adult female western pond turtles as part of a head-start program, manage nesting habitat for turtles, and analyze data to develop a population estimate and to describe pond turtle reproductive success.  Conduct surveys for western gray squirrels at sites with pending forest practices, and assist researchers with capturing, radio-collaring, and radio-telemetry of radio-collared squirrels.  Conduct surveys and monitoring efforts which include: passerine banding at 2 MAPS stations; stream amphibian surveys; band-tailed pigeon counts at mineral springs; breeding Canada geese surveys; and bald eagle, golden eagle, and peregrine falcon nest surveys.  Develop site-specific management plans for bald eagles and monitor eagle activities at these sites.  Conduct 
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a study of urban black-tailed deer ecology in Clark County involving capture, radio-collaring and radio-tracking of 17 deer as well as training volunteers and coordinating data collection by volunteers. Conduct herd counts and surveys for deer and elk, and conduct check stations for deer and elk during their hunting seasons.  Assist small game and big game hunters by explaining regulations, suggesting hunting locations, and recommending hunting strategies.  Provide reviews of environmental documents and wildlife management plans from inside the Department and from outside agencies.   Provide assistance to individuals with problem or injured wildlife, or wildlife damage.

