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PART 2 of 2. Narrative

Title:
Apply for Additional Instream Water Rights
Section 3. Project description

Provide project detail for headings a through g. 

a. Abstract

Currently ODFW has data for several hundred streams in Oregon where in-stream water rights could be applied for if staff were available to develop the applications.  This proposal will hire a NRS-2 to prioritize the streams where we currently have data and then begin developing the applications for applying for in-stream water rights on the highest priority streams. 

b. Justification as high priority

ODFW originally collected data to support applications for in-stream flow needs in the late 1960 and early 1970’s.  ODFW applied for a number of in-stream rights, however, due to staffing constraints in-stream water rights were not applied for on all streams with data.  Once the initial in-stream water rights were applied for in the late 1980’s and early 1990s no further efforts have been made to request additional in-stream water rights.  In the interim many salmonid species have been listed and the demand for water has increased.  Without in-stream water rights on some streams critical to the recovery of listed salmonid species water will be appropriated to other uses and not available for listed fish. 

c. Rationale and relationship to criteria for high priority projects adopted in the 2000 Fish and Wildlife Program

This proposal will address one of the requirements in the Oregon Plan.  The project will improve fish habitat by protecting instream flows through applying for In-stream Water Rights on those stream that now lack an in-stream water right (ODFW’s measure IVA3).

d. Relationships to other projects 
N/A

e. Proposal objectives, tasks and methods
Objectives 

Prioritize streams that have data available for determining in-stream flow needs and apply for in-stream water rights.


Tasks and Methods 

Develop database of information collected for in-stream needs and establish ranking system to apply for in-stream water rights.

f. Facilities and equipment
Computer and basic flow measuring equipment

g. References

(Replace this text with your response in paragraph form)

Section 4. Key personnel

Rick Kruger, NRS-4, In-stream Water Right Program Coordinator, ODFW Habitat Division (Oversees project)

One Natural Resource Specialist 2 (Prioritization of stream and applications for in-stream water rights) - To be hired
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