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a. Abstract 

This project will survey primarily the area around Mt. Spokane State Park in Spokane County. Over the past few years WDFW has received many reports from the public and even some biologist about their sightings of forest carnivores – lynx, wolverine, marten and fisher, in and around Mt. Spokane State Park. These four carnivores are all in such low numbers in Washington State and the entire Northwest that the Lynx is listed by the state and federal government as Threatened, the Wolverine as a State Candidate and a Species of Concern by the Federal government, and the Fisher as Endangered by the State and as a Species of Concern by the Federal government. 

In general these mammals have more difficulty than spotted owls, goshawks, or other birds dispersing to vacant patches of habitat, which makes it more difficult for them to locate distant, suitable habitat. The most common opinion among scientists is that loss of structurally complex forest statewide, the loss of well-distributed large conifers and hardwoods, and the fragmentation of habitat by roads and residential development are responsible for the loss of these forest carnivores. Therefore it is very important to know if these carnivores are present in our subbasin, and if they are present, to develop management plans for their conservation and protection, including habitat protection. This is an important time to conduct this study, since Mt. Spokane Park is in the process of developing a recreational plan for the area, and the ski business is in the process of planned expansions.

b. Technical and/or scientific background

These animals, known collectively as the forest carnivores, all rely on vast stands of mature, relatively untouched forests for their survival. These species are disappearing because human activity in our forests is increasing. The habitat for the forest carnivores, is disappearing due to road building and logging, increased recreation, legal and illegal trapping and shooting, as well as inadequate knowledge of these predators. 

The Canada lynx is big cousin to the more familiar bobcat. Unlike his more adaptable relative, the lynx can survive only in areas where his primary prey, the snowshoe hare, flourishes. Lynx populations rise and fall along with those of their prey. The snowshoe hare population is doing well on Mt. Spokane and could hypothetically support lynx.

The wolverine is the largest member of the mustelid (weasel) family in North America, and perhaps the least known. These solitary carnivores need huge tracts of wilderness in order to survive.

The marten is a tree-dwelling member of the weasel family. Primarily an animal of mountain conifer forests, the marten feeds on a variety of small mammals and birds.

The fisher is a larger relative of the marten, about the size of a housecat. Fishers feed on small to medium-sized mammals, especially porcupines (which they kill by flipping them over to attack the unprotected belly) and squirrels. Fishers are amazingly strong and agile and will pursue squirrels through the treetops. 

c. Rationale and significance to Regional Programs

These four carnivores are all in such low numbers in Washington State and the entire Northwest that the Lynx is listed by the state and federal government as Threatened, the Wolverine as a State Candidate and a Species of Concern by the Federal government, and the Fisher as Endangered by the State and as a Species of Concern by the Federal government. The presence of any of these predators in Mt. Spokane State Park would be important to consider when writing and updating the recreational plan for the area. 

d. Relationships to other projects 

e. Project history
 (for ongoing projects) 

f. Proposal objectives, tasks and methods

Objectives of this project are:

1) To survey the Mt Spokane State Park area for the four forest carnivores

a) To identify areas with highest potential of presence of these animals

b) To establish remote camera stations

c) To establish scratch pad and scent stations

d) To establish Track stations

2) To enter any sightings into the WDFW central database and GIS system

g. Facilities and equipment

The equipment and techniques to be used are the same as those used by the Forest Service, BLM and US Fish and Wildlife Service throughout the West.

h. References

Reference (include web address if available online)
Submitted w/form (y/n)

Species of Concern Web Page of WDFW

        http://www.wa.gov/wdfw/wlm/diversty/soc/soc.htm
N

Lynx Page http://www.wa.gov/wdfw/wlm/diversty/soc/recovery/lynx/lynx.htm
Recovery Plan

        http://www.wa.gov/wdfw/wlm/diversty/soc/recovery/lynx/d_lynx.pdf
N

Fisher – State Endangered Page

       http://www.wa.gov/wdfw/wlm/diversty/soc/status/fisher/fshrxsum.htm
Status

       http://www.wa.gov/wdfw/wlm/diversty/soc/status/fisher/fnlfishr.pdf
N

Predator Information Clearinghouse

       http://www.predatorconservation.org/Clearinghouse.htm
N

Draft interagency strategy by the Colorado Division of Wildlife, USDA Forest Service, USDI National Park Service, USDI Fish and Wildlife Service, New Mexico Game and Fish Dept., Wyoming Game and Fish Dept., Carbondale, CO, Jan. 12, 1998.
N

Determination of Threatened status for the contiguous United States distinct population segment of the Canada Lynx and related rule; final rule U.S. Dept. of Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service, Federal Register 65(58)16052-16086
N
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Margaret A. O’Connell, Ph.D. Professor, Department of Biology, Eastern Washington University in Cheney, WA. At Eastern since 1991. Degrees:  B.A. Prescott College 1973; M.S. Zoology and Wildlife Management, Texas Tech University 1975; Ph.D. Biology and Zoology, Texas Tech University, 1981. Memberships: American Society of Mammalogists; Ecological Society of America; Society for the Study of Evolution; Northwest Scientific Association - Board of Trustees 1988-1990; 1993-1995, 1996-1997, Secretary 1997-2000; The Society for Conservation Biology; The Nature Conservancy - Board of Trustees, WA Chapter 1993-1995; 1996-1999.
Woody Myers, Wildlife Biologist, Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife, Spokane, Washington. Currently working on elk population dynamics in the Blue Mountains of Washington.
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