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Project ID: 199803400

Yakama Nation – Yakima/Klickitat Fisheries Project (YKFP) 

Reestablish Safe Access into Tributaries of the Yakima Subbasin
ISRP COMMENTS

Project ID: 199803400

Yakama Nation Yakima/Klickitat Fisheries Project (YKFP) Reestablish Safe Access into Tributaries of the

Yakima Subbasin

Sponsor: YKFP

Subbasin: Yakima

2002 Request: $0

2002-04 Estimate: $860,000

Short Description: This proposal supports the Yakama Nation's (YN) activities related to YKFP habitat

improvement and acquisition activities in the Yakima Subbasin. The project rebuilds migratory passage

into historically-productive tributary habitats.

Response Needed: Yes - See General Comment on YKFP

ISRP Preliminary Comments:

Fundable if an adequate response is given to address ISRP concerns including clarification of interaction

with Proposal #25026.

The goal of this proposal is to assist in the rebuilding of spring and fall chinook, coho, bull trout, and

steelhead populations in the Yakima River, by re-connecting productive tributary habitat that has been

cutoff from the mainstem. Many tributaries have artificial barriers near the confluence and flow has been

diverted into numerous irrigation channels. The tributaries identified in this proposal provided several

hundred miles of habitat (pre-development) for anadromous species and continue to have excellent rearing

potential in comparison with the mainstem habitats. Many of the tributaries still have healthy channel

sinuosity, width-to-depth ratios, and are more thermally benign during the winter. In contrast, the

mainstem is heavily regulated for irrigation, which has resulted in high flows during the summer and lower

flows during the winter. The specific tributaries identified in this proposal would reconnect over 100 miles

of rearing habitat (in 10 tributaries) with the mainstem Yakima River.

Based on our tour and briefings, the ISRP agrees fully that reconnecting tributary habitat is essential to

restoring production in the Yakima basin. However, it is our conclusion that further planning and co-ordination between all participants (the YN plus sponsors of project #25026) is still required. We have

reached this conclusion based on three points:

i) this proposal does not request any funds for FY02;

ii) during our tour, the sponsors of #25026 seemed to be leading the tributary work in the Kittitas County;

iii) the expenditures for this type of work over the next 5 years are expected to exceed $10 million dollars

to address hundreds of tributary problems.

Given the importance of restoring production from these tributaries but the enormous scope of the problem,

we were not confident that a coordinated and effective process has been developed at this time.

The ISRP strongly recommends that funds be designated for such habitat restoration and water

management activities, but we recommend that the proponents ensure they have an agreed and effective

plan to present. Funds could certainly be designated for such planning during FY02 and a revised proposal

submitted later.

RESPONSE TO ISRP

Progress to date.  This ongoing project has successfully reconnected approximately 10 miles of tributary habitat in lower Wilson Creek, which enters the Yakima mainstem at River Mile 147.  A screen to accommodate 40 cubic feet per second has been installed, weirs have been constructed at an artificial barrier, and a perched culvert has been replaced with a bridge.  Permits are now in hand to implement many additional projects.  A contract and an MOU is being developed for consolidation of four diversions, and a large barrier is now under contract for repair.  

The implementation of these projects has entailed coordination with private landowners and agency personnel.  The conservation district, irrigation entities, state fish and wildlife staff have all been included in the process.  Coordination will continue in the future.  It is anticipated that passage/screening and habitat restoration strategies will be refined in a series of workshops open to all stakeholders in the affected portions of the Basin. 

Coordination with Project # 25026.  Coordination with the Kittitas County Water Purveyors (KCWP) will maximize benefits to anadromous fish while minimizing project cost.  The Yakama Nation and KCWP have agreed to the following strategies to ensure adequate coordination with project #25026:  

1.  
Geographic priorities – Managers from each project will meet to identify priority tributaries.  Priority will be assigned to tributaries with the greatest production potential, as evaluated by the ongoing Yakima Basin Ecosystem Diagnosis and Treatment (EDT) analysis and the professional opinion of basin fish managers.  

2.
Least cost, long-term solutions – Blocking and unscreened diversions have been surveyed in some tributaries, and these efforts will continue in all unsurveyed reaches.  The surveys will help develop of strategies to minimize costs, such as: 

· Consolidating diversions wherever possible and practical, given state water law and physical limitations.  

· Transferring points of diversion to larger systems, to eliminate the need for building screens and fishways.  

· Implementing water conservation practices to reduce diversion quantity, which will, in turn, reduce screening costs.  

3.
Coordination and efficiency – The managers of each project have agreed to attend monthly meetings to discuss project progress and problems, to delegate action items appropriately, and to refine strategies for achieving mutual objectives in specific tributaries.  

