Response to ISRP Preliminary Report

Regarding Project 25058:

Fish Passage Inventory and Corrective Actions on WDFW Lands in the Yakima Subbasin

Concern:  “It was surprising to reviewers that a passage inventory had never been conducted.”

Response:  Some passage and screening problems have been identified and corrected on WDFW lands in the Yakima Subbasin.  Often these have been blatant projects on Yakima River tributaries lower in the watersheds with primarily anadromous species in mind.  WDFW lands higher in the watersheds have not been inventoried.  This proposal includes a comprehensive inventory of all lands.  Protocols are based on state law which defines specific parameters that provide passage and screening protections for salmonids.

Concern:  “No indication was given of the fish benefits that would be achieved.  Indeed, there was nothing presented that details any fish passage problems that might exist.  …vague but apparently expensive proposal.”

Response:  There are several known culvert barriers on WDFW lands including the three barriers on Robinson Creek and Ainsley Creek shown during the project presentation.  However, the few problems that we are aware of are certainly not the only ones.  The known blockages were just an example of greater problems that we expect to find in part because these lands have been heavily logged resulting in an extensive road network.  Surveys on other WDFW lands have identified extensive problems that the agency was not aware of.

WDFW estimates that only 10-15% of screening and passage problems are known statewide.  In order to spend dollars effectively to benefit fish populations, a greater understanding of all screening and passage problems should be identified in a watershed before decisions are made to prioritize dollars spent for corrective actions.  This is a proposal to find and then prioritize passage and screening problems on 205,000 acres within the Yakima Subbasin.

Fish benefits will be achieved by correcting fish passage and screening problems.  Based on a long history of successful projects statewide, the average fish passage project opens access to habitat with the potential to produce approximately 1000 adult equivalent salmonids on an annual basis.  Benefits are provided for both anadromous and resident species.

The proposal budget request for FY2002 ($256,995) is the direct cost to cover a two-person inventory crew for one year.  Additional future costs for corrective actions were estimated based on findings on other WDFW lands.  Actual costs will likely be different with future funding requests based on actual passage problems identified through the proposed inventory.

Concern:  “Specifically, does the barrier assessment protocol specify how information on ownership of the culvert will be used?  How will non-WDFW owners of culverts that present barriers be connected to assistance programs?”

Response:  As WDFW lands are inventoried for passage and screening problems, adjacent lands are also surveyed to establish available habitat and blockages that will impact fish use in the watershed.  Ownership information is recorded and factored into the scoping phase of the assessment protocol.  Scoping provides critical information that facilitates an effective, smooth flow of construction projects from year to year.

Although the emphasis in correcting problems is on WDFW managed lands, partnerships with non-WDFW landowners are pursued where priority activities are identified in a watershed.  For example, where a priority blockage exists on private land and there is extensive suitable fish habitat available on WDFW land upstream, the agency will worked with landowners to compete for salmon restoration dollars to correct the problem.  The agency may also provide funding support in the form of project design and construction efforts to get the job done.  Funding support on non-WDFW lands may go as high as 85% of project costs, with small private landowners asked to contribute a 15% match in either dollars or services.

Concern:  “Evidence that the Priority Index (PI) for the WDFW Fish Passage Inventory has been objectively assessed and validated should also be provided, as well as references or evidence that the Screening Priority Index Model has been validated.”

Response:  Monitoring fish use following blockage and screening corrections has provided valuable data that was used to develop the priority indices which balance fish production potential with species vulnerability and project costs.  The prioritization indices have been evaluated and accepted by the Washington Fish Passage Task Force which is made up of representatives from state, county, and city governments, tribes, the Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission, the Washington Rivers Council, the Columbia River Intertribal Fish Commission, Weyerhaeuser Corp., and a representative from the Washington State Senate.  The Fish Passage Task Force Report to the Legislature is included with this response.  The Washington Salmon Recovery Funding Board is also considering incorporating these prioritization indices into their funding evaluation process.
