Salmon River Habitat Enhancement M&E, Project No. 199405000

Responses to ISRP comments
Comment:
The proponents need to provide documentation that common monitoring methods are being used in these watersheds and other watersheds in the Salmon subbasin and that data and metadata are being provided to Streamnet.
Response:
The Salmon River Habitat Enhancement M&E (SRHE) project uses common monitoring methods in all systems where the project has implemented habitat improvements: Bear Valley Creek, Yankee Fork Salmon River, Herd Creek, and Big Boulder Creek.  These methods have been documented in the project narrative proposal (Section f., Proposal Objectives, Tasks, and Methods).  The USFS uses similar methods for habitat monitoring including the R1/R4 fish and fish habitat inventory procedures (developed by the USFS), and core samples and pebble counts to monitor stream substrate conditions.  The SRHE project has no control over what methods other entities in the Salmon River basin utilize for fish and fish habitat monitoring.  Project proponents wholeheartedly agree with ISRP recommendations that common methods be developed and adopted on a Columbia Basin-wide basis.

The SRHE project proponents were unaware of any requirements, contractually or otherwise, for providing data to Streamnet.  We have provided copies of project reports and feasibility studies for inclusion in the Streamnet library, and will consider the ISRP comment as a request to see that all applicable project data are made available to Streamnet as soon as possible.

Comment:
This project continues to focus on monitoring and evaluation of results of previously completed and ongoing restoration work.  Ongoing projects are adequately justified with references to methods and results, however, it is not clear that methods are the same as for other monitoring programs in the Snake Basin, e.g., Project #199107300 “Idaho Natural Production Monitoring and Evaluation.”  The proponents should corroborate with principal investigators on other M&E projects to ensure that results are comparable among projects and areas within the basin.
Response:
The monitoring objectives of the SRHE project are geared specifically towards evaluating benefits of habitat enhancement efforts, and are not necessarily the same as those of the INPMEP.  Fish density estimates (#/100 m2) are generated by both the SRHE and INPMEP projects using snorkel surveys, and both projects utilize ground counts for spawning ground surveys (although the SRHE project uses multiple-pass counts that cover all available spawning habitat, not just index areas).

The SRHE project proponents are more than willing to corroborate with other principal investigators working with M&E projects in the basin (and throughout the Columbia Basin, see below) to ensure that results are comparable among projects and areas within the basin.

Comment:
It is not clear that original monitoring sites were selected by a probabilistic sampling method to allow statistical inferences to be drawn to the entire study area(s).
Response:
Original habitat monitoring sites were systematically selected, and the same sites have been sampled in subsequent years.  In all three systems (Bear Valley Creek, East Fork Salmon River, Yankee Fork Salmon River), streams were stratified based on stream size, valley width, gradient, land use, and land ownership.  Variables are measured in riffle-pool sequences (experimental units) at systematically determined sites (replicates) within each of the strata (plots), and the original experimental design calls for split plot in time or repeated measure analysis (Konopacky et al. 1985).  Statistical inferences are made within each stratum between years, not among strata over the entire study area.

Comment:
Also, it is not clear if the sites are part of the Snake Basin wide monitoring and evaluation program, e.g., Project #199107300 “Idaho Natural Production Monitoring and Evaluation.”
Response:
No, they are not.  This project preceded the INPMEP, and sites were selected in 1984 based on the experimental design of Konopacky et al. (1985) for a total of 49 sites in Bear Valley Creek, and 42 sites in both the East Fork Salmon River and Yankee Fork Salmon River.  Although Project #199107300 has general parr monitoring (GPM) sites in Bear Valley Creek, the East Fork Salmon River, and the West Fork Yankee Fork Salmon River which are sampled by the Shoshone-Bannock Tribes’ ISS project, these GPM sites (with the exception of one site) do not overlap with SRHE monitoring sites.

Comment:
The ISRP recommends that the proponents of monitoring projects in the Idaho Provinces work with the Oregon, Washington, and Montana Provinces to begin to develop monitoring and evaluation procedures with common field procedures and probabilistic site selection for the entire Columbia Basin.
Response:
The SRHE project proponents will work with others through whatever forum is established to develop Columbia Basin-wide monitoring and evaluation procedures.

Comment:
The review group suggests that future terrestrial monitoring efforts be made compatible with one of the national terrestrial survey efforts.
Response:
While the SRHE project’s terrestrial monitoring is limited (mainly riparian condition and composition), the project proponents will adopt any new applicable protocols established for the basin.
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