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a. Abstract 
We propose to purchase a riparian Conservation Easement on a private inholding on Lake Creek a headwater tributary to the Secesh River, Idaho.  The property lies about three miles upstream of wild summer chinook spawning grounds on Lake Creek.  The landowner has a timber sale proposed along with homesite development.  The landowner is interested in a Conservation Easement in lieu of some timber and mining development along Lake Creek.  We propose to purchase an easement on approximately a 12-acre riparian section of the property to protect the critical summer chinook spawning grounds downstream.

b. Technical and/or scientific background

The property owned by the Jim Scarrow family is a 60-acre private inholding within the Payette National Forest.  The family plans to develop cabin sites and conduct a private logging sale on the property in the near future. Lake Creek and some associated old diversion channels bisect the private property.  A logging sale has been proposed and developed to help finance construction of the cabins and to help protect the property from catastrophic wildfire.  The owners are considering some mineral extraction.  The property was placer mined in the early 1900’s.  The owners have expressed interest about putting some of the land into a Conservation Easement in lieu of logging and development within the riparian area.  A riparian Conservation Easement would work extremely well for the landowner allowing him full use of his property and would protect water quality long-term in Lake Creek for Chinook spawning. 

The riparian area on this property is of significance because of its close proximity upstream (approximately three miles) of the summer Chinook spawning ground in Lake Creek a headwater of the Secesh River.  Summer Chinook do not spawn on the private property, but this area is important to help maintain good water quality downstream.  This spawning population of summer Chinook is genetically pure without past influence from hatchery planted Chinook stocks.  The Lake Creek Chinook are part of the larger Secesh River summer Chinook spawning population that has been estimated to provide 24-53% of all wild summer Chinook in the Snake River Basin.  

By protecting an approximated 12 acres of riparian area on the Scarrow property with a Conservation Easement the owners could build their family cabins and would not log the sensitive riparian community.  Purchase of mineral rights from the Scarrow family would preclude any future further mineral extraction thus protecting water quality and quantity.  By protecting the upper watershed less sediment would impact the spawning area.

A conservation easement on this property would not change the taxes paid by the current landowner to the local County.

c. Rationale and significance to Regional Programs
The Secesh River Summer Chinook population is one of the few remaining pure stocks in the Snake River basin.  Although the Scarrow parcel is not known to be spawning or rearing area for the summer Chinook its close proximity to the spawning area makes it worth providing reasonable protection.  This property is one of the few lands in the drainage not in federal ownership.  The Lake Creek Chinook spawning area is all protected either by federal ownership or by the Burgdorf Conservation Easement.  The NMFS 2000 FCRPS Biological Opinion RPA Action 150 relates directly to this project with the protection of sensitive non-federal lands at risk.  

d. Relationships to other projects 
This proposed Conservation Easement could very effectively be managed in coordination with the Burgdorf Conservation Easement that is controlled by IDFG and the Nez Pierce Tribe.   The proposed Scarrow Conservation Easement is located approximately eight miles upstream of the Burgdorf Conservation Easement purchased with BPA Fish and Wildlife funds in 1998.

e. Project history (for ongoing projects) 

New project

f. Proposal objectives, tasks and methods

Planning and Design Phase:  Objective 1. Would establish the fair market value of an agreed upon riparian easement of approximately 12-acre.  The values stated in the budget are an estimated generated by this author.  Task 1a. Would accomplish the objective of defining the value of the property by a professional appraiser.  Task 1b. A professional land surveyor would be hired to define a legal survey line around the agreed upon riparian area for the Conservation Easement.

Implementation Phase:  Objective 1, Purchase of the Conservation Easement would be from a Fair Market Value appraisal approach to define a value of the riparian parcel.  Objective 2.  Purchase of mineral rights on the whole property would be accomplished by a professional appraisal to establish the Fair Market Value for the mineral rights.  

g. Facilities and equipment
None
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