
RESPONSE TO ISRP QUERIES – PROJECT ID: 28054


Evaluation of Pisces Fish Protective Guidance and Monitoring System

Query:  Reviewers were unclear as to why the proposal was part of the Salmon ecological province.

Response:  The project proposal recommended initial pilot testing outside the Salmon Province, however, use and application of the Pisces unit is deemed to be beneficial to the Salmon Province itself. The proposal as submitted with all certainty, could meet any criteria needed and following the initial pilot testing, could be tested in the Salmon Province under the direction of Fish & Game.

Query: Proposed testing would occur in the Middle Snake River

Response:  Please see response above

Query:  It appears that it would be better served in a system-wide or innovative review

Response:  As stated in our proposal and presentation, Balaton’s Pisces unit can be used system-wide.  Our recommendation as outlined in the initial proposal, was for preliminary off-site testing to determine whether any modifications were needed, with actual application in the Salmon Province as the next phase of development.  

Query:  Why is the project not a collaborative effort with NFMS?

Response:  We have formed a collaborative alliance with Idaho Fish & Game.  While we have not been seeking NFMS approval, we have been in contact with NFMS personnel who have stated that the Pisces would meet the criteria of a fish protective and guidance device, with good potential for BTA designation (Best Technology Available).

Query:   Both proposal and presentation focused nearly exclusively on the technology rather than the application

Response:  The application of the Pisces is intended primarily for fish guidance and protection.  Its use is targeted at protecting and guiding fish away from entrapment and entrainment in irrigation and water diversion facilities of all types.

Query:  It is apparently intended for small hydro projects

Response:  The Pisces can be used in association with small or large hydro projects as well as irrigation inlets and cooling-water intakes.

Query: If there is a potential utility or connection to Columbia basin hydro projects, that should be clarified

Response:  As previously stated, there is potential for application of the Pisces in 

Columbia basis hydro operations to both protect and guide fish away from entrapment and entrainment as well as for irrigation and water diversion facilities of all types.

