Paul G. Wagner


Education
B.S., Fisheries, University of Washington, 1983.

Experience

7/00 to date
Golder Associates
Redmond, Washington

Senior Biologist – Ecological Sciences Group
Provides project management, business development, and consulting services in technical fisheries biology with emphasis on Endangered Species Act issues throughout the Columbia Basin.  Mr. Wagner has an extensive background in juvenile and adult fish passage facility design, operation and maintenance, passage monitoring, aquatic ecological research, GIS and hydraulic modeling, water quality and habitat assessment, statistical analysis, and general fish ecology.  He has a wide range of project experience in conducting technical field studies developing and utilizing scientifically accepted methodologies. Examples include work with juvenile and adult salmonids, benthic macroinvertebrates, and freshwater resident fish. Currently, he coordinates with Golder technical services to provide solutions to client problems in the area of fisheries population and habitat protection as needed for compliance with ESA and other government regulatory requirements.  

5/99 – 7/00
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
Olympia, Washington


Fish and Wildlife Biologist 4

7/94 – 5/99
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
Olympia, Washington


Fish and Wildlife Biologist 3

3/90 – 7/94
Washington Department of Fisheries
Olympia, Washington


Fish and Wildlife Biologist 3

Duties:  McNary, Ice Harbor, and Lower Monumental Dam Smolt Monitoring, Gas Bubble Trauma, and Fish Transportation Oversight program supervisor.  Agency representative on Vernita Bar Monitoring Team.  Research project leader:  

McNary Fallback Evaluation (1990-1991): Two year evaluation of adult salmonid downstream passage through the McNary juvenile bypass system. Primary objectives were to assess upstream passage count error and extension of juvenile screening season to minimize turbine passage mortality of adult salmon and steelhead. 

Hanford Reach Wild Juvenile Fall Chinook PIT Tag Evaluation (1991-1999): Ongoing monitoring work to assess juvenile wild upriver bright fall chinook migration timing and survival rates.   

USFWS/WDFW Fall Chinook Contribution Cooperative Study (1991-1994): Four year study to assess survival rates of adult fall chinook as related to river flow conditions experienced as juvenile outmigrants.  

NMFS/WDFW Cooperative Evaluation of the New McNary Juvenile Collection Facility (1994): Quality control assessment of passage conditions for smolts and adult fallbacks through the new collection facility at McNary Dam.   

NMFS/WDFW Cooperative Evaluation of the New Ice Harbor Juvenile Bypass Facility (1996): Quality control assessment of passage conditions for smolts and adult fallbacks through the new collection facility at Ice Harbor Dam.   

Evaluation of Juvenile Fall Chinook Stranding on the Hanford Reach (1996-present): Large cooperative research project to determine effect of flow fluctuations resulting from power peaking operations at Priest Rapids Dam on juvenile fall chinook, resident fish, and benthic macroinvertebrates inhabiting the Hanford Reach of the Columbia River.  Development of a Geographic Information System (GIS) based model of river flow changes and chinook susceptibility is also an objective.
Specific Responsibilities:  Senior biologist responsible for formulation and management of federal contract budgets totaling approximately $950,000 per year.  Supervision of 12-20 professional biologist and technician staff.  Program coordination with federal, state, tribal and consultant groups of the Columbia and Snake River basin.  Cooperative and independent research planning, implementation, and evaluation.  Oversight and management of subcontracted research groups. Hanford Juvenile Fall Chinook Stranding Evaluation Technical Committee Co-chairman.  Formal presentations to review committees including: 

Northwest Power Planning Council (NPPC), Independent Scientific Review Panel (ISRP), Columbia Basin Technical Management Team (TMT), Washington Fish and Wildlife Commission, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Anadromous Fish Evaluation Program (AFEP), Hanford Juvenile Fall Chinook Stranding Evaluation Policy and Technical Groups, Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Columbia Basin Fish Passage Advisory Committee (FPAC), The Bonneville Power Administration (BPA), and others.  Agency representative on technical advisory groups related to juvenile bypass system design, operation, and water temperature issues. Environmental Impact Statement review and comment. Establishment and management of multiple field offices.  Technical and fiscal reporting. 

3/87 – 2/90
Washington Department of Fisheries
Olympia, Washington

Fish Biologist 2

Duties: 1) McNary Fish Transportation Oversight Team (FTOT) representative, 2) Pacific Northwest Environmental Database representative, 3) Unresolved Fish  Passage Problem Program physical survey and database work, 4) Baker Lake Spawning Beach supervisor.

Specific Responsibilities: 1) Inspection of McNary juvenile salmonid bypass/transportation system facilities in accordance with FTOT criteria.  Oversight of juvenile passage research at McNary Dam.  Dissemination of juvenile passage information to federal, state, and tribal fisheries groups of the Columbia basin.  Development and implementation of thermal profiling program.  Electronic database development.  Annual and weekly reporting.  2) Coordination with federal, state, local government and tribal fisheries groups to determine anadromous fish ranges and barriers in Puget Sound tributaries for incorporation into GIS database.  3) Conduct physical surveys of all Skagit and Whatcom county owned anadromous barriers and determination of anadromous habitat potentially available upstream. Statewide anadromous barrier database development. 4) Supervision of technical staff responsible for operation of sockeye/coho spawning beach program located on Baker River system.  
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